PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

        SCO NO. 220-221, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH
                                                   Petition No. 13 of 2012

                                                        Date of Order: 03.09.2012
In the matter of :    
Petition for the amendment of condition No.5.2(b) of the “Condition of Supply” effective from 1st April, 2010 of Pb. State Power Corporation Ltd. Patiala and approved by Pb. State Electricity Regulatory Commission Chandigarh regarding Supply Voltage and Contract Demand in respect of DS/NRS/BS loads as indicated below:


Consumers under DS/NRS/BS categories will be supplied electricity at following voltages:



Contract Demand


Supply Voltage

V)  Upto 4000 KVA



    11 KV


VI) Exceeding 4000 KVA & upto 20 MVA    33 KV/66 KV  
                                      VII) Exceeding 20 MVA & upto 35 MVA      66 KV/132 KV   
                                     VIII) Exceeding 35 MVA


     132/220 KV

                                                     AND 
In the matter of            
Punjab Un-aided Technical Institutions Association,       C-124, Phase-VIII, Industrial Area, ELTOP, Near PCL Chowk, Mohali (Punjab)


                Versus

                                   Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, Patiala

Present:      
           Smt.Romila Dubey, Chairperson


            

Shri Virinder Singh, Member     





Shri Gurinderjit Singh, Member     
ORDER
            
This petition has been filed by Punjab Un-aided Technical Institutions Association (PUTIA), through its President  for amendment of condition No.5.2(b) of the “Condition of Supply” of Punjab State Power Corporation Limited approved by the Commission and effective from 1st April, 2010.  The said condition specify as under:-

“5.2(b) DS/NRS/BS Loads:

Consumers under DS/NRS/BS categories will be supplied electricity at following voltages:

                         Contract Demand
                         i)  Upto 4000 KVA

                                11 KV





   ii)  Exceeding 4000 KVA and  upto 20 MVA    33 /66 KV




   iii)  Exceeding 20 MVA and  upto 35 MVA       66 /132 KV




   iv)  Exceeding 35 MVA


           132/220 KV
2.
The petitioner has submitted that the Un-aided Technical Institutions  are expanding in Punjab which is in the interest of the State. Their power demand in terms of KW & KVA shall rise exponentially  for laboratories and workshops, Air Conditioning of Lecture-halls and installation of Geysers & Desert Coolers in hostels for students. PUTIA raised strong ‘objections’ against existing limit of 4000 KVA of contract demand in respect of DS/NRS/BS category of consumers getting power supply at 11 KV supply voltage which is quite inadequate under the present set up prevailing in the educational institutions / universities of Punjab. PUTIA has prayed that the Commission may consider their genuine and legitimate objection for raising the Contract Demand of DS/NRS/BS consumers from 4000 KVA to 12000 KVA or more (for catering power supply at 11 KV). PUTIA has further prayed that PSPCL be advised not to insist for NOC from department of Town and Country Planning / Local Development Authority in respect of existing consumers requesting for extension in load / extension in Contract Demand.
3.
The petition was admitted vide Order dated 29.03.2012. PSPCL was directed to file reply by 20.04.2012 and the petitioner was directed to submit a list of Educational Institutions by 20.04.2012 where Contract Demand was  planned to exceed 4000 KVA indicating name of the consumer, load, CD, supply voltage and the category under which supply is being catered. 
4.
PSPCL filed reply by way of affidavit of C.E./ARR & TR vide memo No.5331/Sr.XEN/TR-5/513 dated 23.04.2012  and prayed for dismissal of the petition on the grounds given briefly hereunder:-
(i)
Existing limit of 4000 KVA of Contract demand as specified in condition No.5.2 of Conditions of Supply in respect of DS/NRS/BS consumers for getting power supply at 11 KV is already on higher side as  this limit for industrial consumers is 2500 KVA. The distribution system is designed by PSPCL on the basis of contract demand. The maximum size of ACSR conductor being used for 11 KV lines by PSPCL is 65 mm2 (copper equivalent) having current rating of 300 Amps at 45 degree temperature. This current rating is limited to 254 Amps as per standardization instructions. Thus the maximum load that  can be put on 11 KV line is limited to 4839 KVA. In order to provide sufficient margin for overloading due to use of unauthorized load, the maximum loading for 11 KV feeders has been kept at 4000 KVA. Enhancement of  existing limit of 4000 KVA in case of DS/NRS/BS consumers for supply at 11 KV is not feasible of acceptance.

(ii) The limit has been fixed keeping in view various factors  like voltage drop/voltage regulation, T & D losses and conductor size. As all 11 KV lines supplying power to the  petitioner are property of the PSPCL as per clause-3 of A & A Form applicable to HT/EHT consumers and are maintained by PSPCL, the contention of the petitioner  that dismantling of these lines for replacement by next higher voltage line in accordance with ‘Conditions of Supply’  on account of enhancement of load/CD shall cause loss to the petitioner is wrong.
(iii) The power factor can be improved by installing capacitor banks in case of supply voltage at 33/66 KV by the petitioner to avoid levy of Power Factor Surcharge or to get incentive for Power Factor above prescribed limit.

(iv) PSPCL is bound to follow standards fixed by the Commission as supply at lower voltage would result in increase in losses and cost of supply.

(v) As regards requirement of NOCs from PUDA / Local Area Urban Development authorities, the same is required for connection / extension as per condition No.7.8 of COS. Power of relaxation in this regard lies with the Government / concerned Government department.

5.
The petitioner was unable to file the requisite information in compliance with Order dated 29.03.2012 upto the date of hearing on 25.04.2012 and was again directed to file the information and rejoinder, if any, by 29.05.2012. The petitioner filed rejoinder to the reply of PSPCL vide Ref.No.PUTIA/2012/535 dated 05.06.2012. The petitioner has, interalia, submitted that  ‘in the foregoing context it is further submitted that most of the Educational Groups  operating in Punjab like SAS, Chandigarh Group of Colleges which includes Chandigarh Engg. College Landran, CT Group, Rayat & Bahra, Sri Sai are in the process of setting up of their own Universities whereas Chitkara University and Guru Kashi University, Talwandi Sabo, Bathinda, Lovely Professional University Punjab are already in operation. The electric load of these universities is definitely going to increase the existing limit of 4000 KVA Contract Demand when in full bloom. Thus the exact position regarding the loads of these universities would become clear in due course of time. Therefore, in view of the above developments it becomes necessary to increase the existing limit of 4000 KVA of Contract Demand of educational institutions’.
6.
After hearing the petitioner and respondent on 05.06.2012, the Commission observed that no definite position emerged out of submissions of the petitioner to enable the Commission to take any definite view of the matter. The Commission directed the petitioner to file additional submissions bringing out the issues in respect of the Lovely Professional University  by 03.07.2012 with advance copy to the PSPCL.
7.
The petitioner filed the additional submissions vide Ref.No.PUTIA/2012/548 dated 06.07.2012. PUTIA submitted that at present only one university in Punjab, an unaided educational institution, is using the maximum limit of 4000 KVA sanctioned contract demand on 11 KV supply voltage. PUTIA further submitted that contract demand may exceed 4000 KVA limit as the universities are expanding their operations. It was further submitted that the unaided educational institutions in Punjab are falling short of funds and to set up and maintain 66 KV Sub Station by them is not financially viable. The petitioner reiterated its prayer that the 4000 KVA contract demand limit be increased to more than 10000 KVA on 11 KV supply voltage by allowing double circuit 11 KV feeders. Last hearing in this case was held on 10.07.2012 and further hearing in the matter was closed and the Order was reserved vide Order dated 11.07.2012.
8.
The Commission has considered the submissions of the petitioner and reply submitted by PSPCL. The Commission has allowed number of opportunities to the petitioner to make out its case lucidly but the submissions of the petitioner remained vague. Finally the petitioner had submitted that only one unaided educational institution, a university, has a contract demand of 4000 KVA at present. The case of the petitioner in short is that in future contract demand is likely to exceed 4000 KVA of many universities, who would be required to set up and maintain their own 33 KV/66 KV Sub Station which would be financially unviable for them, therefore, limit of 4000 KVA CD for receiving supply at 11 KV be increased to 10000 KVA in anticipation of their increase in CD. The petitioner has not submitted any supporting documents indicating financial unviability of setting up 33 KV and above sub-stations and associated lines to cater the load / CD above 4000 KVA.  On the other hand PSPCL has given the technical justification for fixing limit of 4000 KVA CD for catering power supply at 11 KV voltage and 33 KV & above  voltages  for contract demand exceeding 4000 KVA  for DS/NRS/BS consumers. The prayer of the petitioner for issuing advice to PSPCL not to insist for NOC from the Department of Town and Country Planning / Local Development Authority in respect of existing consumers for extension of load / extension in Contract Demand can not be accepted because the same is as per the Government instructions in this regard.


The Commission observes that the petition is devoid of any merit. 



The petition is accordingly dismissed.
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